Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/26 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000606620015-7 


STAT 


article appeased 
OH 


THE BOSTON GLOBE 
30 September 1981 



By Ben Bradlee . '/> • 

Globe 'Staff '• — ■ 

In July 1977, Luke F. Thompson took an authorized 
30-day- leave from his duties as a Green Beret master 
sergeant stationed at Ft. Bragg. In Fayetteville. N.C.. and 
led a team of retired Special Forces soldiers to Libya.The 
group set up a, program to train Libyan commandos in 
the latest techniques^ oounterinsurgency warfare.-’ 
Now. more than four years later, the question of who 
authorized Thompsorctctembark on the minion which 
by virtue of the participation of an actlveduty member 
of the Army seemed tcSxar the imprimatur of the US 
government -remalns-anansweredv At 1 ^ ast n Gv ^ g ^T 
lies - the CIAV the FBI. the JusUce Department, the De- 
fense Department and the Army:- havelooke^into the 

Thompson affair, but they* are tlght-lippedabout their 
conclusions, if irideed any have been reached. 

Precisely how Thompson received permission grav- 
el to Libya has taken, on significance, because the 
Thompson group is believed to be one of the first of doz- 
ens of P retired Green Berets and Army ordnance techni- 
cians who traveled to Libya from 1976 through at least 
1979 to train Libyan commandos and manulacture ex- 
priTvS Sder.a^ntract between the Libyan leader. 
Col. Moammar Khadaiy. ' 
and two former CIA agents. Edwin 
P. Wilson and Francis E. Terpil. 

Wilson and Terpil were indicted 
last year irv connection with their 
Libyan dealings and have fled the ! 
country. The activities of both I 
men. particularly Wilson, have 
moved federal officials to call ,f° r ! 
new laws an.d regulations govern- 
ing the actions of retired military 
and intelligence officials engaged 
in the transfer abroad of advanced 
technology, weaponry and special- j 
ized skills. - - • j 

Thompson says that, although 
he never had the opportunity to in- 
form Army Intelligence officials ! 
that his ultimate destination was 
Libya, he had received official per- 1 
mission to go overseas. ** ' * 1 ; 

Two senior. Army officers who | 
served over Thompson at Ft. Bragg 
in 1977 told The Globe this, week 
they did not approve his going on 
any overseas assignment and did 
not learn he* had been to Libya un- j 
til after hereturne4t:-at;vr 
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The specter of Americans train- 
ing Libyan terrorists may be offen- 
sive. but it is not illegal, according 
to John Russell, a spokesman for 
4 £jre Justice Department. ^ 

“We’ve looked into whether 
there was ~a violation of federal 
statutes in this case, and we’ve de-* 
tesmined that there wasn't.” said 
Russell. “The mercenary laws have^> 
holes in them a. mile, wide, but the 1 
'key facts in this* case seem to : 
that the Green Berets did not actu- 
ally enlist In the Libyan army or 
sujear an oath of allegiance to it* 
arid as far as we could determine 
th£y did not commit ariyhostilitlesh 
toward the United States.^ ^ $ 

jThompson, a veterah : of 19 
years-': in the?- Special. Forces^: has 
toil The Glofee .irr interviews over 
thf past nine months t hat lie was 
injjtiallyHelephoried about the job 
the ntgh't of July 21 r 1977, by Patry 
*E.j Loomis, who identified himself 
asfaLCIA agent^ Concerned that 
Lobmis-ihight actually have been a 
foreign agent; Thompson notified 
military intelligence officials at Ft., 
Bragg of- the overture. . " . s 

jThompson r said he 
formed by officials whom*he de- 
clines to identify that the operation 
was legitimate and that he should 
gojahead with the plan. He said he 
assumed He was working for the 
CI^V, which has been known to call 
upon Green: Berets, America’s elite 
cornniahda£;for various missions. 

; $ Loomis^it turns out, was techni- 
cally still on the CLA’s payroll at, 
the timej though he' and another : 
aglbnt had been dismissed less than ; 
thfee months before by-then-CIA^ 
chief Stansfield Turner for having . 
helped Wilson in his business deal- , 
Ings. - 

j Thompson said he arranged for 
four retired Special Forces men 
that he had served with to go over- 
seas with him. Some of the team 
members and Thompson convened 
at {the Sheraton Motor Inn In Fay- 
etteville oh July 23 to meet Loomis, 
wljo brought along h Is Washington 
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